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"Paul Moran" <Paul.Moran@noaa.gov>

To:
liz.turpin@noaa.gov, "Paul Aebersold" <Paul.Aebersold@noaa.gov>

Liz:

I realize it is now too late for official comments.  Nevertheless, I wanted to go on record with a concern I had over changes that were made in the new document relative to the old version that I mistakenly reviewed. 

I read the new draft carefully this weekend, and I'm concerned about the punitive nature of new restrictions on work that is not agreed to in writing before the work is done.  There is actually a significant internal inconsistency in the consequences for "unauthorized work."  In one place, the draft states that such work would be done "at the contractors risk."  On the very next page it says that under no circumstances would this be paid even, apparently, if the charges are later deemed fully legitimate.  For most projects with research components, and certainly any project that attempts to implement an adaptive management strategy in the experimental design, this restriction will significantly inhibit the ability of conscientious investigators to manage projects efficiently and respond to time-critical management needs. 

Cheers, Paul

