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UPPER COLUMBIA UNITED TRIBES

910 N. Washington, Suite 107

Spokane, Washington 99201
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(509) 838-1057

Colville    *    Coeur d’Alene    *    Kalispel    *    Kootenai    *    Spokane

September 12, 2003








(Via e-mail and hard copy.)

Mr. Dale Latham

Bonneville Power Administration 

Environment, Fish & Wildlife Division 

P.O. Box 3621

Portland, Oregon  97208-3621


RE:
Oral Comments from UCUT Tribes on



BPA's Draft  "Fish and Wildlife Policy Manual"

Dear Mr. Latham: 


Thank you for attending the September 2, 1003 UCUT Senior Staff meeting in Spokane.  We appreciate the attention given by you and other BPA staff representatives to the concerns expressed by representatives of our member Tribes about BPA's draft "Fish and Wildlife Policy Manual" (which our Tribes believe would be more appropriately entitled a "Contract Management Manual"). 


As we concluded our discussions on September 2, you agreed to accept the oral comments you received from our Tribes that day as part of the comment package BPA will consider in revising and finalizing the manual.  Please contact me immediately if you are unable to keep this commitment to accept oral comments.  The draft manual was brought to the attention of our Tribes during one of the busiest times of a very busy year; time to memorialize comments in writing is very limited. 


A mutual sentiment among all five UCUT member Tribes is that the proposed BPA policies would have sweeping impacts on our Tribes and, therefore, should be discussed in government-to-government consultations between BPA and each Tribe before BPA adopts the draft as a final policy document.  


Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

   /S/
Mary Verner 

Executive Director 

cc.:
UCUT Member Tribes' Policy and Senior Staff Representatives (via e-mail)


BPA Representatives Attending UCUT 9/2/03 (via e-mail)


Therese Lamb (via e-mail and hard copy)


John Smith (via e-mail)
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