YAKIMA NATION RIPARIAN/WETLANDS RESTORATION 9206200

SHORT DESCRIPTION:

Plan and implement YIN activities under Washington Wildlife Agreement by protecting and enhancing riparian and wetland
habitat in the Yakama Reservation

SPONSOR/CONTRACTOR: YIN
Yakama Indian Nation

Tracy Hames

509/865-6262

GOALS

NPPC PROGRAM MEASURE:
11.3F.5

BIOLOGICAL OPINION ID:
Wildlife

BACKGROUND

HISTORY:

Planning for this project began in 1989. It was approved and prioritized in 1991. The first purchase of property was in 1993.
This property was enhanced in 1995. Two other properties are nearing inclusion into the project. The total acreadwed these t
properties will be approximately 4,500 acres. The long-term goal of the project is to permanently protect, enhance and manage
27,000 acres of wetland and riparian habitat along Toppenish and Satus Creeks, and the Yakima River.

BIOLOGICAL RESULTS ACHIEVED:

The South Lateral A property (453 acres) has been protected and enhanced. Satus Wildlife Area (3,100 acres) has been secure
in the short term. Protection and enhancement plans are being developed. It should be included into the project thés year. T
Wapato Wildlife Area is in the planning stages now. A final decision for inclusion into the project has not yet been made.

PROJECT REPORTS AND PAPERS:

The Yakama Nation Wildlife Mitigation Plan (1991)

Satus Creek Wildlife Area Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey (1993)

Yakama Nation Lower Yakima Valley Wetlands and Riparian Restoration Project Predesign Management Plan (1994)
Lower Yakima Valley Wetlands and Riparian Restoration Project Environmental Assessment (1994)

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS:

Wetland restoration is a fairly new concept in the arid portions of the Pacific Northwest. This project will not onlydiagrovi
very important habitat restoration opportunities, but also will be increasing the data base on how to best conduct wetland
restoration in these systems. What is learned in the beginning will be applied as the project progresses to allow fpr extremel
cost-effective wildlife mitigation.

PURPOSE AND METHODS

SPECIFIC MEASUREABLE OBJECTIVES:

Benefits will be measured in Habitat Units (HUs), and in acres of specific habitat types. Losses in terms of HUs dneacres at t
Lower 4 Columbia River Dams will be offset by these activities.
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CRITICAL UNCERTAINTIES:

The most important limiting factor to the success of this project relates to future funding. The Yakama Nation has the means
necessary to implement a 27,000 acre wetlands and riparian restoration effort in the project area. As funds beconssless and le
available, the cumulative benefits of a project like this become more difficult to realize.

BIOLOGICAL NEED:

The biological need for this project is to mitigate for the losses to wildlife which resulted from Columbia River hydroelectric
development. This project has been designed to restore native floodplain areas in salmonid bearing waters. This will provide
watershed benefits beyond just wildlife habitat. Benefits will occur in relation to river and creek hydrology, groundwater,
anadromous fish, flood management, and cultural resources.

HYPOTHESIS TO BE TESTED:
N/A

METHODS:

The methods used in securing, enhancing and managing the project are described in detail in the "Lower Yakima Valley
Wetland/Riparian Restoration Project Environmental Assessment."

PLANNED ACTIVITIES

SCHEDULE:
planning Phase Start 1998 End 2001 Subcontractor

Task : Continue protection, enhancement and management activities as described in the predesign management plan accordin
to the levels of funding available.

planning Phase Start 1997 End 1997 Subcontractor

Task Management and vegetation establishment at S. Lateral A property. Protection and restoration planning for Satus Wildlife
Area. Pre-protection planning for other priority areas identified in the predesign management plan

PROJECT COMPLETION DATE:
perpetuity

CONSTRAINTS OR FACTORS THAT MAY CAUSE SCHEDULE OR BUDGET CHANGES:

As long as adequate funding is available, there should be no risks involved in this project. The science of wildlife habitat
enhancement and management has progressed enough over the years that the methods employed are very likely to provide the
expected benefits.

OUTCOMES, MONITORING AND EVALUATION
SUMMARY OF EXPECTED OUTCOMES
Expected performance of target population or quality change in land area affected:

Beside the obvious outcome of credit toward the wildlife habitat losses for construction of the lower 4 dams, this project will
provide benefits related to flood control, fish habitat, watershed restoration and groundwater supply.

Contribution toward long-term goal:
Permanently protect and enhance wetlands and riparian habitat.

Coordination outcomes:
A programatic management plan and EA have been completed. The project has permanently protected 453 acres of wetlands.
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proximately 3,000 acres of wetlands have been leased for one year pending the development of a long-term protection agreemen

MONITORING APPROACH

The methods used in securing, enhancing and managing the project are described in detail in the "Lower Yakima Valley
Wetland/Riparian Restoration Project Environmental Assessment."

RELATIONSHIPS

OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION:

NEPA work is completed for this project. There are many opportunities for cooperation with other agencies and organizations.
Ducks Unlimited and Pheasants Forever chapters are providing services and materials. The BIA is providing services and
assistance on land securing, enhancement and management. BOR is providing funds for land protection in areas adjacent to th
project area, and is providing funds under the Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Plan legislation to tie in with efforts on
Toppenish Creek. USFWS manages property within the project area. Negotiations are proceeding to coordinate the manageme
of these lands with the project. The Intermountain West Joint Venture under the North American Waterfowl Management Plan
has been established. The project area has been designated as a priority area under this plan. Funds may becomesavailable ur
this effort to compliment the project. The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife owns land adjacent to the project area.
These lands could also be managed in a complimentary fashion to increase the cumulative effects and landscape values of the
project.

COSTS AND FTE

FUTURE FUNDING NEEDS: PAST OBLIGATIONS (incl. 1997 if done):
EFY $NEED %PLAN % IMPLEMENT % OANDM FY OBLIGATED
1998  $1,500,000 0% 0% 1992 $216,386
1999  $1,500,000 0% 0% 1994 $400,000
2000  $1,500,000 0% 0% 1332 . ggég’ﬁ?
2001  $1,500,000 0% 0% e

TOTAL: $4,259,886

Note: Data are past obligations, or amounts
committed by year, not amounts billed. Does not
include data for related projects.
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