Bonneville Power Administration
Fish and Wildlife Program FY98 Watershed Proposal Form

Section 1. General administrative information

Title Protective Screening Program on the Walla
Walla, Tucanon, Asotin Creek, Grand Rhonde,
and Snake River Basins

Bonneville project number, if an ongoing project 8060

Business name of agency, ingtitution or organization requesting funding

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Business acronym (if appropriate) WDFW

Proposal contact person or principal investigator:

Name Rick Webb
Mailing Address 2044 Pleasant Street
City, ST Zip Walla Walla, WA 99362
Phone (509) 529-8244
Fax None
E-mail address rwebb38@bmi.net

Subcontractors.

Organization Mailing Address City, ST Zip Contact Name

NPPC Program M easure Number(s) which this project addresses.

NM FS Biological Opinion Number(s) which this project addresses.

Other planning document references. Watershed Project - Demonstrable Support:
This project would have support from the Umatilla Tribe. Thetribe currently hasa
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law enforcement branch (supported by BPA funds) to deal with environmental
issueswithin thelocal basins (Walla Walla, Touchet, Tucannon, Grand Rhonde,
Snake and Columbia Rivers). The Tucannon Model Watershed group would
support thiseffort asthey have expended a major effort in securing funding, project
permitsand plan submittal for numerousin-stream habitat enhancement projects
on that system. Patrol of the screening devicesto ensurethat the devicesarein
proper working order for smolt return capability as well as screening new or
unauthorized diversions would enhance the effectiveness of the in-stream projectsto
meet their goals aswell.

Sub-basin. List sub-basin(s) where work is performed. Use commas to separate multiple
sub-basins. Coordination projects or those not affecting particular sub-basins may omit
thisfield.

Sub-basinswherework is performed: Walla Walla, Touchet, Snake River, Columbia
River, Asotin, and Grand Rhonde.

Short description.

Protection of downstream smolts and resident sailmonidswill requirethat proper
screening devices be placed and maintained within diversions of the streams and
riverswithin the basins. Recent Umatilla River screeningirregularitiesresulted in
thekilling of approximately 130,000 smolts. Of equal concern are activitiesto
circumvent the screening function in the riverg/streams covered under this proposal.
Screens allowing adequate flows in return channelsfor migrating smolts must be
maintained. Particularly in years of low water flow when water islimited. In
documented cases, irrigatorsin these areas have side stepped flows needed for fish
movement and survival. Unregulated, stretches of these tributaries can be sucked
dry, leaving fish stranded or killing them outright. Thisprogram will help ensure
againgt that inoperable screenswill be reported to WDFW screen maintenance shop,
while landowners altering return flows or altering screening devices will receive
enforcement attention.

Section 2. Key words

Mark Programmatic Mark Mark
Categories Activities Project Types
X Anadromousfish Congtruction _ Watershed
X Resident fish _ O&M _ Biodiversity/genetics
_ Wildlife _ Production X Population dynamics
_ Oceans/estuaries Research _ Ecosystems
_ Climate X Monitoring/eval. X Flow/surviva
Other _ Resource mgmt Fish disease
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Planning/admin. Supplementation
X Enforcement Wildlife habitat en-

~ Acquisitions ehance/restoration

Other keywords.

None

Section 3. Relationships to other Bonneville projects

Project # | Project title/description Nature of relationship

Section 4. Objectives, tasks and schedules

Briefly describe measurable objectives and the tasks needed to complete each objective.
Use Column 1 to assign numbers to objectives (for reference in the next table), and
Column 3 to assign lettersto tasks. Use Columns 2 and 4 for the descriptive text.
Objectives do not need to be listed in any particular order, and need only be listed once,
even if there are multiple tasks for a single objective. List only one task per row; if you
need more rows, press Alt-Insert from within this table.

Obj Task
1,2, | Objective ab,c | Tak
3
1 | Screening, diversion a Inspect all known WDFW as
inspections well as privately owned

screening devices and diversions
on waterwayswithin the
affected basins.

Objective schedules and costs

Start Date End Date
Objective # mm/yyyy mm/yyyy Cost %
1 04/1998 07/1998 100%
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Schedule constraints.

Completion date.

Ongoing annually if funded.

Section 5. Budget

List FY'99 budget amounts for each category. If an item needs more explanation, provide
it in the Note column. If the project uses PIT tags, include the cost ($2.90/tag). Be sure
to enter atotal on the last line: thisisthe amount of your budget request.

ltem FY98
Personnel 14 staff days $2,632
Fringe benefits 644
Supplies, materials, non-

expendable property

Operations & maintenance | mileage and radio 1,148

Capita acquisitions or
improvements (e.g. land,
buildings, major equip.)

PIT tags # of tags.

Travel

Indirect costs 841

Subcontracts

Other

TOTAL $5,265
Out-year costs

Out-year costs FY99 FY Q00 FYO1 FY 02

Tota budget $5,265 $5,265 $5,265 $5,265

O&M as % of total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Section 6. Abstract

Enforcement effortswill ensure vital continuity of aquatic environment essential for
fish survival by locating/inspecting/monitoring water out-take pumps, screens,
pipelines, diversions, earth dams, canals, and any other man-made or caused
structuresor devices, which remove or divert water from the aforementioned
streamg/rivers.
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Section 7. Project description

Objective: Toidentify, inspect, and ensure compliance on screens/pumps/water
diversions on the above mentioned streams and rivers so asto ensue water levelsand
passage critical for fish life cyclesand movements.

Proposal: To ensurevital continuity of aquatic environments essential for fish
survival by locating/inspecting/monitoring water out-take pumps, screens, pipelines,
diversions, earth dams, canals, and any other man-made or caused structuresor
devices, which remove or divert water from the aforementioned streamg/rivers.

Components:

~ Between April 1, 1998 and July 1, 1998, weekly vehicle, boat, and foot patrols will
gpot check screening, out-take and water divergent structures/facilitiesto monitor if
proper working order isbeing maintained.

~ Focus will be on protecting downstream migrating salmon and steelhead smolts, as
well asassuring that fish of any size are protected from being stranded as a result of
human impacts.

~ Asin the successful mainstream screening project, working with landowners
towards voluntary compliance will be a key focus.

Fish Saved: Recent Umatilla River screening irregularitiesresulted in the killing of
approximately 130,000 smolts. Of equal concern are activitiesto circumvent the
screening function in therivers/streams covered under this proposal. Screens
allowing adequate flowsin return channels for migrating smolts must be
maintained. Particularly in years of low water flow when water islimited. In
documented cases, irrigatorsin these areas have side stepped flows needed for fish
movement and survival. Unregulated, stretches of these tributaries can be sucked
dry, leaving fish stranded or killing them outright. Thisprogram will help ensure
againgt that inoperable screenswill be reported to WDFW screen maintenance shop,
while landowners altering return flows or altering screen devices will receive
enforcement attention.

a. Technical and/or scientific background.

In 1990 and 1991 diversions screening devices were altered to allow additional water
into fields, aswater flowswerelow. Return channelsfor smolts were blocked off to
maximize the limited available water to enter thefield, leaving the outflows
inoperable. Working closely with thedistrict habitat biologist, these screening
devicesand diversion projects were addressed, improved, and put back into
working order. Landownerswere contacted and given written notice of the
statutory authority, and expectation that the state would seek in providing
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protection to downstream smolts caught in such circumstancesin the future,
particularly where devices have been altered.

b. Proposal objectives.

M easurable Objective: Check screening devicesd/diversions
M easurable Product: Written report of projectsinspected, violations, contacts and
enforcement actions and/or referralsto other agencies (i.e. DOE, Corps).

C. Rationale and significance to Regional Programs.

This project provides support to the other projectsin the basin that have secured

the ability through habitat enhancements and passage improvements for wild
salmonids. Downstream migration iscritical to endangered species survival,
particularly “wild or native” downstream smolt survival. To provide watershed
enhancements to maximize spawning success, only to lose the prodigy to screening
and/or unregulated irrigation diversion practices would be unexcusable. Screening
maintenance and inspection occurs seldom, or at least annually to ensure working
order of equipment. These screen shop personnel and these inspections do not
monitor ongoing activities on those structure devices beyond this initial inspection.
Any unauthorized projects would go unnoticed by screen maintenance shop
personnel.

d. Project history

Previous years. 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 were coded to BPA project code for time
worked. They were listed on CRLEC activity forms under Habitat.

e. Methods

Patrol vehicle/marine boat/foot patrols. Field inspection will be made and
documented on WDFW Habitat Project Application field report forms. They will
then be forwarded to the detachment sergeant for review and inspection.

f. Facilities and equipment

Patrol vehicle and boats.

g. References.

N/A

Section 8. Relationships to other projects
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This project ensuresthe viability of all other projects which enhancethat ability of
anadromous migrating adultsto successfully spawn. Many projectsand regulatory
processes contribute to the successful rearing of juvenile salmonids. This project
protectsthat ability of those juvenilesto migrate downstream to complete the cycle
and meet expected goals.

Section 9. Key personnel

Commissioned patrol officers of Detachment 20 (southeast Wa.), encompassing
Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield and Asotin Counties. These areas are located with
Region One (Spokane). Officersare commissioned personnel and charged with the
enforcement of state statutes (Title 75, Title 77, WAC 220, WAC 232), which
address screening devices and unauthorized projectsin waters of the State of
Washington.

Section 10. Information/technology transfer

The information from this project will beincluded in the annual Detachment 20
Enforcement Summary, aswell asthe summary report for the Watersheds Basin
District Three Team (watershed coordinatorsreport), which is submitted to the
agency at the end of the year.
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