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•• BPA is analyzing its transmission system to 
determine if the existing Chenoweth-Goldendale 
115-kV wood-pole line along the West Alternative 
can be removed, so that the proposed line could 
then be built in its place. Additional right-of-way 
width (about 50 feet) would still be required. 

•• For the West Alternative, BPA is also considering 
building double-circuit towers for the first five miles 
(starting at Big Eddy Substation and crossing the 
Columbia River) to accommodate possible future 
energy transmission.

Fiber optic cable options
The proposed transmission line would require fiber 
optic cable for communications among BPA 
substations. Two options are being considered. 

•• One option would be for the cable to be strung on 
the towers of the proposed line from BPA’s Big Eddy 
Substation to the new Knight Substation and then 
loop back to Big Eddy Substation on the same 
proposed towers.

•• The second option would be to follow the same 
route to the Knight Substation, but then continue an 
additional 72 miles using the transmission towers 
supporting BPA’s Wautoma-Ostrander line to end at 
BPA’s Wautoma Substation in northwest Benton 
County, Wash. (see the fiber optic cable map).

Substation sites
The proposed Knight Substation would require about 
14 acres; the fenced electrical yard of the substation 
would be about five to seven acres. There have been 
some adjustments and name changes to the proposed 
locations for Knight Substation.

•• Original Substation Site A has been eliminated from 
further consideration because the portion of the 
West Alternative that connected to that site has been 
eliminated. 

•• Substation Site 1 is a new location on private 
property adjacent to the original Substation Site B. 

•• Substation Site 2 is the original Substation Site B 
and is located on state property.

Both proposed sites are under BPA’s existing 
Wautoma-Ostrander 500-kV transmission line. 
Depending on the substation site, there are two routing 
options for the proposed line as it would approach the 
substation (see project overview map). 

Permission to Enter Property forms
Some landowners have received and signed a 
Permission to Enter Property (PEP) form for property 
they own that may be affected. If you signed the PEP 
form and your property has been dropped from further 
consideration, BPA is releasing the PEP rights on those 
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properties that do not have existing BPA rights-of-way. 
(Check the project map to see if this includes your 
parcel.) If you have a question, contact our Realty 
Specialist (see “Additional contact information” section). 
If the refinements to the alternatives now affect property 
you own, you will receive a PEP form by mail in a 
separate mailing.

What happens next
BPA has begun to prepare the draft EIS for this project. 
BPA has not determined a preferred alternative at this 
time. The draft EIS will assess the potential impacts  
of the project and is expected to be available in  
spring 2010 for public review and comment. We will 
hold public meetings at that time for public comment. 
BPA will then prepare a final EIS that responds to 
comments received on the draft EIS. Based on the EIS 
findings and public input, BPA will make a decision 
about whether or how to proceed with the project.  
That decision is expected by winter 2010.

Throughout this process we will continue to work with 
the Washington and Oregon energy facility siting 
councils, as well as with other federal, state and local 
agencies, tribes, landowners and interest groups. 

Environmental Impact Statement 
Schedule

Summer 2009
BPA announced proposed project and solicited 
public input on scope of EIS.

Fall/Winter 2009–10
BPA conducts field work and environmental 
analysis; prepares draft EIS.

Winter 2009–10
BPA requests input on project refinements.

Spring 2010
BPA issues draft EIS for public review  
and comment.

Winter 2010 
BPA issues final EIS.

Winter/Spring 2011
BPA announces agency decision.

How you can get involved
If you have comments on the project refinements 
described in this mailing, please submit them to one of 
the following: BPA online at: www.bpa.gov/comment; 
fax to 503-230-3285; mail to BPA’s Public Affairs Office - 
DKE-7, P.O. Box 14428, Portland, OR, 97293-4428;  
or phone toll-free at 800-622-4519. Please be sure to 
reference “Big Eddy-Knight Transmission Project.”  
To ensure that your comments are considered in our 
analysis, please submit them by Jan. 19, 2010. We will 
post all comments we receive on our project Web site 
at www.efw.bpa.gov/environmental_services/
Document_Library/Big_Eddy-Knight/. 

Additional contact information
STACY MASON, Environmental Coordinator, 
Bonneville Power Administration – KEC-4,  
P.O. Box 3621, Portland, OR 97208-3621; toll-free 
telephone 800-282-3713; direct telephone  
503-230-5455; or e-mail slmason@bpa.gov. 

STEVE PRICKETT, Project Manager, Bonneville 
Power Administration – TNP-3, P.O. Box 61409, 
Vancouver, WA 98666-1409; toll-free telephone 
800-282-3713; direct telephone 360-619-6379; or 
e-mail slprickett@bpa.gov. 

SHELLEY FENTON, Realty Specialist, Bonneville 
Power Administration – TERR-3, P.O. Box 3621, 
Portland, OR 97208-3621; toll-free telephone  
800-282-3713; direct telephone 503-230-4797; or 
e-mail snfenton@bpa.gov.
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